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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above- identified application, the 
items of information listed on the enclosed Form 1449' s are 
brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

This statement should be considered because it is 
submitted after the mailing date of a first Office Action on-the- 
merits, but before the mailing date of a final action under 37 
C.F.R. §1.113, and before the mailing date of the Notice of 
^Allowance under 37 C.F.R. §1.113. Please charge Deposit Account 
-..Number 13-2725 for cons ideration of the items listed on the 
e nclosed _FpT-m 1449. 

Applicants bring to the attention of the Examiner the 
art cited in related patents and applications including 
specifically: 

U.S. Patent- Application Serial No. 413,400 filed 

September 28, 1989; 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 413,050 filed 
September 28, 198 9; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,062,610 i s suej^-, NpY§iribjg;r05S i3/359 9.-f>?5572 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,294,216 issued March 15, 1994; and 
U.S. Patent No. 5,589,124 issued December 31, 1996. 
Applicants also wish to bring to the Examiner's 
attention publications cited on page 4 7 of the Amendment and 
Verified Response enclosed herewith. Copies of the publications 
are provided. 

Applicants also bring publications cited on page 48 of 
the Amendment and Verified Response enclosed herewith to the 
Examiner's attention. Copies of the publications are provided. 

Applicants further bring to the attention of the 
Examiner other publications cited on PTO Form 1449' s attached 
hereto; copies of these publications are provided herewith. 

Finally, and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(d), a 
copy of the PTO Form 1449' s are provided from U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 469,765 now U.S. Patent No. 5,589,124. 
This patent is relied upon for priority under 35 U.S.C. §120. 
The documents and publications listed on these PTO Form 1449' s 
are not provided because they were previously cited by or 
submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in the above- 
referenced patent. 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior 
art" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. §§102 and 103 and Applicants 
reserve the right, pursuant to 3 7 C.F.R. §1.131 or otherwise, to 
establish that the reference (s) are not "prior art." Moreover, 
Applicants do not represent that a reference has been thoroughly 
reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a reference is 
intended . 
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Consideration of the items listed is respectfully 
requested. Pursuant to the provisions of M.P.E.P. 60 9, it is 
requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached Form 
1449, marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, 
to the undersigned with the next official communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13-2725. 



Date : 




CECIL C. SCHMIDT 
Reg. No. 20,566 

MERCHANT, GOULD, SMITH, EDELL 

WELTER & SCHMIDT, P. A. 
3100 Norwest Center 
90 South Seventh Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 554 02 
(612) 332-5300 

Cecil C. Schmidt 
CCS: jac 
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